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Thank you, Jane for this Christmas candle photo. 

Ettalong Baptist Church Newsletter, December 12, 2024 

From The Pastor 
This is the last week we can give towards Christmas Hampers.  Thank you for those who have been 

so generous.  Can I encourage you if you haven’t given to find something to give to the hampers.  It can 
be tins of food, Christmas fair, packets of biscuits, chips, chocolate… anything that is not perishable, 
and unopened.  It’s a great opportunity to look through your cupboards and give food you haven’t used 
to those who would appreciate it.  Or go to the shops and buy a bag of items to donate! Please place 
your donations under the Christmas tree at the rear of the Auditorium. 

Please also nominate people to receive a hamper.  You can use the hamper nomination form and 
place it in the box on the welcome table in the foyer.  You will be able to deliver the hamper to the 
person you nominated after we put the hampers together on Wednesday afternoon next week. 

We have lots of flyers advertising our Carols and Christmas services.  Thank you to those who 

have been delivering these around the streets.  We have a lot of flyers left so you can deliver them 
around the streets near you. There are bundles of flyers available for you to take in the church foyer. 

As you give to our hampers and advertise our Carols and Christmas services, praise God for 
Christmas, and his incredible gift of love given to us, that we celebrate at this time of year. 

Pastor David 

Sunday Morning Service 15th December 9.30am: 
Third Sunday of Advent. Fear Not – Part 2: Remembering Mary 

Bible Reading: Luke 1:26-38 

“You don’t have to understand the plan to trust God has a purpose.”  Remember Mary.  When told she 
would be the mother of God’s Son she simply said, “I am the Lord’s servant, may your word to me be 
fulfilled.” (Luke 1:38)  Will you trust God like that! 

Prayer is available at the front of church, after the service, with Merryll and others.  
The service will be livestreamed on YouTube: https://youtube.com/live/4j7KUeREgrQ?feature=share 

https://youtube.com/live/4j7KUeREgrQ?feature=share
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SHOUT!! Christmas Party Sunday 15th December from 3:30pm: 
Join us this Sunday at SHOUT!!  This is our intergenerational Service, everyone is welcome. 

We are going to have special afternoon tea, and we ask all families to please bring a plate of party 
food. Also, we will be having ‘water activities’ this Sunday afternoon. 

“Jesus Brings Joy!”  

This week we will light the third Advent candle on our wreath – that represents joy! 

Christmas Services: 
Sunday 22 December, 9.30am, Fear Not! Part 3, Remembering Joseph 

5pm, Children and Families Nativity Service. 

6pm, BBQ tea  

7.30pm, Community Christmas Carols in the Church Auditorium. 

25 December, Christmas Day service at 9.30am. 

Peninsula Village Bible Study, Christmas celebration: 
We celebrated Christmas last Wednesday - Heather led the study - we sang and discussed the 
background of the carol ‘O Come All Ye Faithful’. Please pray for these beautiful people. 

 

Baptism and Ministry Partners Bible Study: 
It is a requirement of our Church that to be a Ministry Partner you must be Baptised as a believer. Is 
this biblical? Is there a better way to encourage people to be Baptised and also to be fully involved in 
the church as a Ministry Partner? The elders are asking all our Connect Groups to complete a series of 
3 studies to help us work through the issue. If you are not in a Connect Group, we encourage you to 
complete the study individually or with a few friends. The study can be found on our website, or 
printed copies are available at the Church Office. 

https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Baptism-and-Ministry-Partners-

Bible-Study.pdf  

https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Baptism-and-Ministry-Partners-Bible-Study.pdf
https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Baptism-and-Ministry-Partners-Bible-Study.pdf
https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Baptism-and-Ministry-Partners-Bible-Study.pdf
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Youth Life Ministry Prayer Morning this Saturday 14th December: 
8am to 9.30am at Peninsula Anglican Church Hall, Blackwall Rd Woy Woy (Some parking is available 

at the rear).  See Liz Edminson for details. 

Hampers: 
This Sunday 15th  December: 

Last day for nominations for hampers.  Last day to give gifts for hampers 

Wednesday 18th December: 

1pm Assembling Hampers.  

We need some volunteers to help assemble hampers. Please let David Gilchrist know if you can 
assist. Once the hampers are assembled you can deliver the hampers to the people you nominated. 

EBC 2025 Church Calendar: 
EBC’s 2025 Church Calendar is currently being prepared so if you would like to make an addition to it, 
a deletion or change an existing one please let Beth Wykes know asap. 
Thank you, Beth. 

Last Days To Add Your Recipes To Our EBC Recipe Book 2025: 
The Missionary Committee and David have endorsed the concept of the production of a cookbook to 
be produced and on sale in 2025. All proceeds from the sales of the book will go towards supporting 
our missionaries in 2025. The theme of the recipe book will be Easy Meals, which can be made for 
people living on their own or for families. 

We are inviting church members to submit one or two of their favourites, all time easy meals, whether 
it be an entree, a main, a desert, or special occasion dish etc. 

It is important that you give these recipes to Heather no later than mid-December, so she and 
another Home Economist, Louise Godwin, can test, check out and proceed to the printing of the 
recipes. You will be given the credit for the recipes. 

Further information is available, from our own resident Home Economist, Heather Crawford. 

Summer Office Hours: 
EBC Office will be closed from Monday 23rd December to Tuesday 28th January. 

Lynette, our Office Manager will be on leave from Tuesday December 24 - Tuesday 21 January 2025. 

Pastor David will be taking annual leave for a few days each week throughout January.  He will be 
available Fridays, Sundays and in Emergencies.  Phone 0448 431 234. 

Pastor David will put out a Newsletter sometime in the middle of January.  

IMPORTANT! Prayer requests to be sent to correct email address: 
Prayer requests are to be sent to: ettalongbaptistprayerchain@gmail.com  

For prayer requests to be distributed quickly please use the above email address and not the other 
Church Office addresses. Sending requests to the Church Office often results in a delay in getting 
the requests out.  

I have the prayer chain account on my phone, so that I can access it wherever I am and get the 
requests out ASAP. We also add Praise points to thank Our Father for all his blessings! 

Thank you, Lynette 

mailto:ettalongbaptistprayerchain@gmail.com
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Ministry of Leftovers will be closed for 2 weeks from the Dec 23rd: 
MOL and café will re-open Monday 6th January. 

Crossroads Counselling Services: 
Crossroads Counselling is a ministry of Ettalong Baptist Church.  Counselling is available for people 
who are concerned by personal and relationship issues relating to the many stresses in life including 
the isolation felt after a family death, separation, unemployment and illness, all of which become 
more acute at Christmas time.  

Meg Toon is a Registered Clinical Counsellor, Nurse and Music Therapist, who offers a highly trained 
experienced approach. There is a fee to cover her registration costs, but significant subsidies are also 
available on request. 

For more information, please pick up a flyer at the church or call Meg on: 0414 238 614 or email: 
megtoon@bigpond.com  

Pensioner Postage Stamp Donations please: 
The cost of postage is quite expensive. A number of pensioners in the church are able to buy 
Concession Stamps. With a free Australia Post Concession account, pensioners pay just 60c per 
stamp, instead of $1.50. You can buy up to 50 stamps per year, in booklets of 5 for $3. Click here to 
find out more (or ask at your post office): https://auspost.com.au/sending/stamps/concession-

stamps 

If you receive this newsletter or cards from the church office by mail, and if you have spare concession 
stamps that you can donate to help defer the costs of postage, it would be much appreciated. Your 
gift of concession stamps can be given to the Reception Office at any time. Thank you. 

Zoom Prayer Groups every Tuesday at 10am and 7pm: 
Please see Greg or Elizabeth Beckenham to join. 

Sunday Morning Prayer Group 8:45am to 9:15am: 
A small group of people meet to pray each Sunday morning before the 9.30am service at the back of 
the Downstairs Hall. You are welcome to join them. 

Giving: 
As Christians, we believe it is especially important that we give financially to support God’s church. 
Prayerfully consider and budget what God would have you give. 

You may give your weekly offering using the following methods: 

1). Through direct electronic transfer. You can do this using online banking or ask your bank teller to 
set up an electronic transfer for you using the bank details below.  

2). Deposit your offering directly into the church account at any branch of the Westpac Bank. 

Our account details are: 

Account Name: Ettalong Baptist Church 

BSB Number: 032 527, Account Number: 350 062 

3). Use the box at the main entrance door to the auditorium for cash or cheques. 

mailto:megtoon@bigpond.com
https://auspost.com.au/sending/stamps/concession-stamps
https://auspost.com.au/sending/stamps/concession-stamps
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From The Treasurer 
Offering taken for week ending 9 December $2,863.35 

Weekly Budget $3461.53 

Thank you for your generous giving. 

Pastoral Care in Hospitals, a Message from Melanie: 
I am aware people are admitted to Gosford Hospital at various times, and I would like to advise the 
church, that I am available and very happy to make pastoral care visits. However, I would prefer the 
patient has been asked if they would like a pastoral care visit from me first, and then that request can 

be passed on to me. Thank you, Melanie. 

EBC Willing and Able Ministry, ‘helping our people at home’: 
In our church, we have many people in need of assistance to do small jobs around the home, like 
changing a light bulb. This is a job easy for many, but impossible for others. 

If you are in need of this kind of help, please contact Lynette at office@ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au 

Ettalong Baptist Church Safe Church Team: 
To report a child protection concern or incident please contact:  Pastor—David Gilchrist (phone: 0448 
431 234) or Deacon—Jean Lynch (phone:0425 749 224)  

Find Important Church Documents on our Website: 
You can download and print documents, or simply read and fill in documents online!  
https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/documents/ 

Unsubscribe / Subscribe: 
If you wish to no longer receive this newsletter by snail mail, please let the church office know. 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter by email, please reply ALL to this email with the word 
UNSUBSCRIBE and we will remove you from this email list. 

 

mailto:office@ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au
https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/documents/
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