Thank you, Maria Janos for this photo of your Beautiful Nativity that you made.

Ettalong Baptist Church Newsletter, December 19, 2024

From The Pastor

| love Christmas. | love the celebration, singing carols, retelling the Christmas story, catching up with
family and friends. | love Christmas cards, giving and receiving presents, eating yummy food. Itis
wonderful that at Christmas time our whole community celebrates together.

The thing | love most about Christmas however is remembering what God our Father has done for us.
God so loves the world he has created. The thing God loves more than anything else in all creation is
us... human beings. Even though we have forgotten God and turn our backs on him, and fail even to
acknowledge him... still he loves us. He loves us so much that at just the right time he sent his one and
only son, Jesus Christ into the world. Jesus Christ was God himself, come to earth as one of us. He
grew up. He showed us the way to God. He showed us God, for he was God. And he died the death we
deserve. He died for our sin. But he rose again, and conquered sin and death, and he’s alive today.
When we believe in him and trust in him he saves us and gives us new life in him.

Merry Christmas, from Pastor David

Christmas / New Year Services:
This Sunday 22 December, 9.30am, Fear Not! Part 3, Remembering Joseph (see below)
5pm, Children and Families Nativity Service.
6pm, BBQ tea
7.30pm, Community Christmas Carols in the Church Auditorium.

25 December, Christmas Day service at 9.30am: This service will be livestreamed on YouTube:
https://youtube.com/live/VgpdWxsNRPk?feature=share

Sunday 29 December, 9.30am: Bev and Beth Wykes’ family will be our special guests in this service
leading us in worship.

Wednesday 1 January, 10am: Prayer Service led by the Elders. Join us to start the new year in prayer
and worship! Come on time to make sure you get a seat!


https://youtube.com/live/VqpdWxsNRPk?feature=share

Sunday Morning Service 22" December 9.30am:
Fourth Sunday of Advent. Fear Not — Part 3: Remembering Joseph

Bible Reading: Matthew 1:18-25

Prayer is available at the front of church, after the service, with Jessie, Graham and others.
The service will be livestreamed on YouTube: https://youtube.com/live/ThMEvZdQQG4?feature=share

SHOUT!! will be in recess until Sunday 2" February 2025,

Christmas Day Offering:

At our Christmas Day Service we will be taking up an offering for Baptist World Australia. Any cash
placed in the church offering box on Christmas Day will be given to the Baptist World Aid Australia
Offering.

You can also give electronically. Inthe description write Christmas Day Offering.

Summer Office Hours:
EBC Office will be closed from Monday 23" December to Tuesday 28™ January.

Lynette, our Office Manager will be on leave from Tuesday December 24 - Tuesday 21 January 2025.

Pastor David will be taking annual leave for a few days each week throughout January. He will be
available Fridays, Sundays and in emergencies. Phone 0448 431 234.

Pastor David will put out a Newsletter sometime in the middle of January.

Ministry Of Leftovers Will Be Closed For 2 Weeks:

MOL and café will be closed from Tuesday 23" December and re-open Monday 6" January.

Christmas Greetings from Kenya:
Dear EBC,

| am writing this email on behalf of the community at Mango to wish you all a merry Christmas with the
Father's blessings through the precious Name of His dear son Jesus Christ our loving saviour and
redeemer. The Mango fraternity is deeply indebted to the church at Ettalong for the love shown over
time and our obligation here is praying always for your protection and wellbeing by and through the
covering of His shed blood.

Needless to mention the many blessings, the experience of God's wonderful love and sincere
determination supporting and praying for the work in Mango by sisters and brothers in Christ at EBC.
We salute you with deep appreciation and gratitude, your generous prayer and financial supportin the
work at Mango, is a constant testimony of God's care, goodness and faithfulness.

Dear brethren, your partnership with our work at Mango Kenya, has touched and transformed lives in a
very extraordinary way than | can explain. The impact of your participation in Kenya work is felt by
many. We believe, your work done here is promoting the Lord's kingdom and your reward is with Him
awaiting for you. Our many thanks go to the Lord for you as we wish you every victory and blessings at
this holy festive season.

Benwel Asiago,

For Mango Kisii Kenya


https://youtube.com/live/1hMEvZdQQG4?feature=share

After Services Prayer Team:

It has been very encouraging this year to hear about the positive responses of those persons who have
sought out the prayer teams each Sunday after Services. The Elders and David would like to say a big
thank you to all those who volunteer in this capacity.

Heather is putting together the Roster for 2025, and she will assume all those on the roster are happy
to continue into the new year, unless you tell her otherwise. If you haven't been on the list of those
persons praying and would like to, then please let Heather know before the end of the year, as a new
roster will released by her on January 1, 2025.

Alpha!

Alpha will commence Thursday evening 27" of February 6.30pm to 8.30pm, for coffee and desert.
Alpha is an excellent introduction to the Christian Faith. See Pastor David for more details.

Baptism and Ministry Partners Bible Study:

It is a requirement of our Church that to be a Ministry Partner you must be Baptised as a believer. Is
this biblical? Is there a better way to encourage people to be Baptised and also to be fully involved in
the church as a Ministry Partner? The elders are asking all our Connect Groups to complete a series of
3 studies to help us work through the issue. If you are not in a Connect Group, we encourage you to
complete the study individually or with a few friends. The study can be found on our website, or
printed copies are available at the Church Office.

https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Baptism-and-Ministry-Partners-
Bible-Study.pdf

New Connect Group starting in February 2025:

A New Connect Group will start at the beginning of February 2025, on a Monday morning at 9am at
Maria Janos's house. It will take the format of after a cuppa a Christian Film will be shown and then
some discussion on the content of the film.

Please register your interest in attending with Maria Janos or Heather Crawford.

Advanced Notice 2026 Paraguay Mission Trip to visit the Reyes:

Advance notice re Ettalong Baptist mission Trip to Paraguay.

David, in conjunction with our Church’s Missionary Committee have approved the notion that we
investigate if a group from our church would be interested in going to visit the Reyes and their mission
work in mid-2026. To start the organising of this, Heather would be keen to find out how many might be
interested in joining a group such as this, so she can meet with the Reyes before they head home late
January. Please chat to Heather by mid-January 2025 if you feel so led. Thank you.

Please Email Prayer Requests To The Correct Address:
Please send your prayer requests to: ettalongbaptistprayerchain@gmail.com

Lynette has the prayer chain account on her phone, so that she can access it wherever she is and
get the requests out ASAP.

Please also share praise points to thank our Father for all his blessings!
Thank you, Lynette


https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Baptism-and-Ministry-Partners-Bible-Study.pdf
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Pastoral Care in Hospitals, a Message from Melanie:

| am aware people are admitted to Gosford Hospital at various times, and | would like to advise the
church, that | am available and very happy to make pastoral care visits. | would prefer the patient has
been asked if they would like a pastoral care visit from me first, and then that request can be passed
on to me. Thank you, Melanie.

Zoom Prayer Groups are currently in recess:
Please see Greg or Elizabeth Beckenham to join.

Sunday Morning Prayer Group 8:45am to 9:15am:
A small group of people meet to pray each Sunday morning before the 9.30am service at the back of
the Downstairs Hall. You are welcome to join them.

From The Treasurer
Offering taken for week ending 16 December $2,847.00
Weekly Budget $3461.53

Offering so far for financial year $68,811.50
Budget $83,076.59

Giving:
As Christians, we believe it is especially important that we give financially to support God’s church.
Prayerfully consider and budget what God would have you give.

You may give your weekly offering using the following methods:

1). Through direct electronic transfer. You can do this using online banking or ask your bank teller to
set up an electronic transfer for you using the bank details below.

2). Deposit your offering directly into the church account at any branch of the Westpac Bank.
Our account details are:
Account Name: Ettalong Baptist Church
BSB Number: 032 527, Account Number: 350 062

3). Use the box at the main entrance door to the auditorium for cash or cheques.

EBC Willing and Able Ministry, ‘helping our people at home’:
In our church, we have many people in need of assistance to do small jobs around the home, like
changing a light bulb. This is a job easy for many, but impossible for others.

If you are in need of this kind of help, please contact Lynette at office@ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au

Ettalong Baptist Church Safe Church Team:
To report a child protection concern or incident please contact: Pastor—David Gilchrist (phone: 0448
431 234) or Deacon—lJean Lynch (phone:0425 749 224)

Find Important Church Documents on our Website:

You can download and print documents, or simply read and fill in documents online!
https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/documents/


mailto:office@ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au
https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/documents/

Unsubscribe / Subscribe:
If you wish to no longer receive this newsletter by snail mail, please let the church office know.

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter by email, please reply ALL to this email with the word
UNSUBSCRIBE and we will remove you from this email list.

Mary and Joseph visited Mount Penang Gardens:
Thank you, Janine, for this beautiful photo of your Nativity, made by yourself.

Christmas

Sunday 22" December
Family Nativity @ S5pm
Community BBQ @ 6pm

Carols @ 7:30pm

~~Reutn —

25" December

Christmas Day Service
@ 9:30am

JOIN US AT
Ettalong Baptist Church
8 Barrenjoey Road
Ettalong Beach.

"The Church on the roundabout”




