
 
Thank you, Lynette for photo of Caves Beach.  

Ettalong Baptist Church Newsletter, 6th February 2025 

This week we especially welcome Andrew and Oksana Ford and there family as they spend the weekend with 

us. They will be sharing in both our Sunday services. 

Sunday Morning Service 9th February 9.30am: 

Renewing our World 

Galatians 5:16-26 

After the 9.30am service each week, we have an opportunity for prayer or praise at the front of the 

church.  Come to the stage after the service. Denise and Joy and others would love to pray with you. 

The service will be livestreamed at: https://youtube.com/live/s9H6rkVT-YM?feature=share 

SHOUT!! 3.30pm:  
Activities and refreshments, followed by worship.    

Church Quarterly Meeting: 
Sunday 23 February, All welcome. 

Church Anniversary Service and Lunch 
We are celebrating our 76th anniversary on Sunday 2nd of March and you are invited to join us for lunch.  

Sheila and Paul Hooper are organising the lunch.  We are asking everyone to provide a plate of food to share.  

There is a sheet in the church foyer that you can write down what you can provide.   

For our church anniversary service, we are hoping to have stories (testimonies) from church members as to 

how Ettalong Baptist Church has helped you, or what the church means for you. 

Please see David if you have a story to share. 

https://youtube.com/live/s9H6rkVT-YM?feature=share
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Alpha: 
Starts Thursday 13 March 7pm with an introductory evening.  Flyers are available at the church with all the 

dates listed.   

Leaders commence Thursday 27 February and 6 March to prepare and pray for Alpha.   

This year we are having supper during our group time at Alpha.  We need a volunteer to coordinate and serve 

suppers.  Please see David Gilchrist or Melanie de Jager if you are interested.   

Praying For Alpha: 
Please be praying every day for Alpha, for people you might invite and for Australia. Next week we will be 

handing out 21-day prayer cards to help you pray for people you know. 

Thanks, And Praise from The Arkapaws: 
We would like to start 2025 with thanks and praise to our Almighty God who walks beside us, leads and 

guides us, watches over us and daily strengthens us for his work on this earth. It has been 4 years since 

Dennis started living with cancer, and for the many joys he has been able to experience over these years, we 

are forever thankful.  Every breath we take comes from above, from the life giver.  The words of the song, 

“Goodness of God”, play over and over in my mind … “All my life you have been faithful, and all my life you 

have been so, so good.  With every breath that I am able, I will sing of the goodness of God …” 

Dennis recently penned the following words that we would like to share with you, our church family: 

As we approach four years since my cancer was diagnosed 

It is worth reflecting praise and thanks for His Grace: 
Life Giver, Sustainer, Renewer, Healer, Strong Tower. 

I am not my former self, I am much reduced, 

But in this weakened state, I am stronger in His care. 

Just to draw breath, to walk, to engage life daily, 

I cannot take these for granted anymore. 

The fellowship in our church is instrumental in life support. 

The smiles and handshakes on Sunday mornings, 

Being reminded “I pray for you each day”. Thank you, Thelma et al. 

The prayers for healing that God has heard and honoured. 

Yes, I still have cancer in my lungs, and will need daily chemo, 

But I do not live in paralysing fear, 

I am not defined by this horrible scourge, 

For while I am dying daily, my inner self is being recreated. 

Praise you, my Way Maker, Miracle Worker. 

Thank you, my faithful church family. 

Colleen and Dennis ARKAPAW 

EBC Missionary Committee: 
Ettalong Baptist Church supports 10 mission partners around the world.  Our missionary committee seeks 

to ensure we continue this support, to keep the church informed of their work, and to keep in touch with our 

mission partners.  We thank Thelma who has chaired this committee for many years.  Thelma is having to 

retire from our missionary committee.  Thank you so much Thelma, for the contribution you have made to 

the Missionary Committee.   

The committee is actively seeking new members, a new chairperson, and a new secretary. 

Please see Pastor David if you are interested in being a part of this work.   
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From Tobias and Heather Houston: 

 
A quick note from Toby and Heather in Africa.  

Happy new year to you all. We'll be in Australia for two months (August and September) this year. 

Over the Christmas and new year period, the translators took some annual leave. We're done with the oral 

translation of Exodus 1-20 and now focusing both teams on Matthew. We need to do a major software 

update soon, so we stalled plans to start other books to get Matthew done under the current software 

platform. This is actually quite fine - it means Matthew will get done sooner!  

Mozambique as a country is facing some challenging times. There is currently political instability which is a 

bit of a concern. Although things have been calm in our town, we would appreciate prayers for peace.  

We recently had an electrical problem at our office that blew up the computer chargers for the translation 
teams' computers. Tob is currently travelling and has purchased new chargers but in the meantime, we need 

to borrow one charger between two computers. It's not ideal as we actually have to hire this charger as 

opposed to actual borrowing without cost!  

Hez and the kids have started the new school year okay, albeit with some challenges due to changes in the 

way the curriculum works for year 11 etc. Thanks everyone! 

Tobias and Heather Houston  

Intercultural Team Members in Mozambique 

Radio Rhema CC Need Your Vote!   

 

We’ve got some exciting news! 

We’re one of 3 entrants in the Greater Bank’s Community Funding Program for February. If we get the most 

votes we win $2,000! And that would be really helpful! You can vote once per day, every day, until 5pm 

Wednesday 26th February. Why not set a daily reminder on your phone so you don’t forget to vote every day? 

Vote for us today and every day by clicking the banner on our website, or at the top of our phone app. And 

please, tell all your friends about this so they can vote for us to! 
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Newsletter from Dan and Becky: 
We are so thankful for your patience awaiting an update from us. We do try to send out updates quarterly, 

but sometimes time gets away on us!! We trust that your year is off to a good start as you reflect on our 
Father’s faithfulness over the past year. 

Warmest regards, 

Dan, Becky, Ella & Libby 

Dan and Becky’s newsletter, a jam packed 3-page edition of “Just Next Door,” is in the Church Foyer. 

EBC’s Prayer Groups, All Are Welcome: 
• Sunday Mornings 8.45 – 9.15am. A small group of people meet to pray each Sunday morning before 

the 9.30am service at the back of the Downstairs Hall. You are welcome to join them. 

• Monday mornings 8.30am to 9.30am in the auditorium. This prayer gathering is a time of praising 

the Lord and dedicating the week’s ministries and the guidance of the Church to the glory of God. 

Even if you can't make it, we ask for your prayers and support as we continue in this new ministry of 

prayer.  Jane Keuning, Elder. 

• Tuesday Zoom Prayer groups. These are held at 10am and 7pm. Please see Greg or Elizabeth 

Beckenham to join. 

Giving - WE HAVE CHANGED BANKS!!!  
Ettalong Baptist Church now has a Bank Account with Bendigo Bank.  You must update our bank 

details by 1st March when our old account will close. 

Our new details are: 

Account Name: Ettalong Baptist Church 

BSB Number: 633 000 

Account Number: 225369099 

When making an on-line deposit some banks will have a notice pop up saying: NOT FOUND/RECOGNISED.  

Please ignore this notice. Scroll down to a button “Continue” or “Send Anyway.”   

Ignore the warnings and continue with extra clicks persist anyway. If you are unsure speak with Jim 

Chamberlain or contact your bank. 

We encourage you to use Direct Deposit for giving, but you may also give using cash or cheque by placing 

your offering in the box at the main entrance door to the auditorium. 

The Church Finance Team  

LIFT (Ladies in Fellowship Together) Lunch Friday 7th February: 
Our first LIFT Lunch for 2025! Friday 7th Feb at 12.30pm at Yi An Chinese Restaurant, Woy Woy. 

All ladies are welcome!  Please phone Marion.  0401 344 814 

Spring Fair Coordinator's Meeting and Thank You Lunch: 
After morning tea this Sunday 9th February 2025. 

Please RSVP to Heather for catering purposes. We will be reviewing last year's fair and making plans for our 

September 2025 Fair. 

Crossroads Counselling is Closed 4th to 16th February: 
Our counsellor, Meg Toon, is available to see new clients for counselling after this date. 
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Men’s Breakfast Saturday 15th February 8am, at BBF Café Woy Woy: 
All men are welcome. Please RSVP to Graham Checkley 

Ladies, save the date. Friday 15th – Sunday 17th August 2025: 
This is for the annual ‘Women’s retreat’ at Bethshan Wyee. More information to come as soon as it is available. 

Jane. 

Connect Groups 2025: 
Connect Groups are the name of our Bible study and small groups.  Small groups are an important place for 

members of the church to bond and make significant friendships, while studying and learning the Bible 

together. There is a range of groups on offer and there is a list on the notice board if you are interested in 

joining a group. 

This year Heather (our Connect Groups Coordinator) is looking at starting some new groups: 

 a Connect and chat group to be held at Maria's home, on Monday mornings, viewing and talking 

together about Christian films. 

 a new day time Women's Connect group. 

Please see Heather to find out more about Connect Groups. 

Lifts Needed Now: 
Melanie de Jager’s brings a lady to our 9.30am service each week. Melanie is away from 11 February to 3rd 

March.  Melanie hopes there might be someone else who can give a lift to this lady. It's important to note 

that this lady has some dementia but is physically fit.  

Please phone Lynette if you are able to help.  Phone: 0426 599 809 

Office Volunteer Needed for Thursday Morning’s 9.30am – 12.30pm: 
We are looking for a new volunteer, with computer skills, to replace Wendy Creamer, who retired last year.  

The successful applicant will be required to answer the phone and assist anyone coming into the office with 
enquiries. They will also be assisting with our weekly Newsletter as a proofreader, printing envelopes, 

placing Newsletter into envelopes, stamping them and then posting them, and posting the newsletter to our 

website. 

All interested applicants, please contact Lynette: office@ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au 

Baptism and Ministry Partners Bible Study: 
It is a requirement of our Church that to be a Ministry Partner you must be Baptised as a believer. Is this 

biblical? Is there a better way to encourage people to be Baptised and also to be fully involved in the church 

as a Ministry Partner? The elders are asking all our Connect Groups to complete a series of 3 studies to help 

us work through the issue. If you are not in a Connect Group, we encourage you to complete the study 

individually or with a few friends. The study can be found on our website, or printed copies are available at 

the Church Office. 

EBC Willing and Able Ministry, ‘helping our people at home’: 
In our church, we have many people in need of assistance to do small jobs around the home, like changing a 

light bulb. This is a job easy for many, but impossible for others. 

If you are in need of this kind of help, please contact Lynette at office@ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au 

mailto:office@ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au
https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Baptism-and-Ministry-Partners-Bible-Study.pdf
mailto:office@ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au
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New Ministry: Church Lifts; drivers needed please: 
We are needing drivers to take people to and from church services. It would be great if we could have a list of 

names of drivers and a list of people requiring lifts. There are people providing this service already and we 

are grateful to you for doing this, but we are requiring more volunteer drivers.  

We can work out a roster and have back up drivers for when drivers are away or unable to provide lifts for 

personal reasons. 

Could you please contact Lynette if: 

• you are already providing this service and the details. 

• if you would like to volunteer to be a driver.  

• if you would like a lift to and from either of our Sunday services. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. Lynette office@ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au 

Ettalong Baptist Church Safe Church Team: 
To report a child protection concern or incident please contact:  Pastor—David Gilchrist (phone: 0448 431 

234) or Deacon—Jean Lynch (phone:0425 749 224)  

Find Important Church Documents on our Website: 
You can download and print documents or simply read and fill in documents online! 
https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/documents/ 

Unsubscribe / Subscribe: 
If you wish to no longer receive this newsletter by snail mail, please let the church office know. 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter by email, please reply ALL to this email with the word 

UNSUBSCRIBE and we will remove you from this email list. 

mailto:office@ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au
https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/documents/

