
 
Thank you, Jane, for photo of some of our participants at the Alpha Day, at Wagstaffe 

Ettalong Baptist Church Newsletter, 8th May 2025 

From The Pastor: 
I love this little story told by Max Lucado,  

“Theresa Briones is a tender, loving mother. She also has a stout left hook that she used to punch a lady in a 
coin laundry. Why did she do it? Some kids were making fun of her daughter, Alicia. 

Alicia is bald. Her knees are arthritic. Her nose is pinched. Her hips are creaky. Her hearing is bad. She has 
the stamina of a seventy-year-old. And she is only ten. 

“Mum,” the kids taunted, “come and look at the monster!” Alicia weighs only twenty-two pounds and is 
shorter than most preschoolers. She suffers from progeria – a genetic aging disease that strikes one child in 
eight million. The life expectancy of progeria victims is twenty years. There are only fifteen known cases of 
this disease in the world.  

“She is not an alien. She is not a monster”, Theresa defended. “She is just like you and me.” Mentally, Alicia 
is a bubbly, fun loving ten-year-old. She has a long list of friends. She watches television in a toddler size 
rocking chair. She plays with her Barbie dolls and teases her younger brother. Theresa has grown 
accustomed to the glances and questions. She is patient with the constant curiosity. Genuine inquiries she 
accepts. Insensitive slanderer’s she does not.  

The mother of the finger pointing children came to investigate. “I see ‘it,’” she told the kids. “My child is not 
an ‘it,’” Theresa stated. Then she decked the woman. Who can blame her? Such is the nature of parental 
love.  

Mothers and fathers have a God-given ability to love their children regardless of their imperfections. Not 
because the parents are blind. Just the opposite. They see vividly. Theresa sees Alicia’s disability as clearly 
as anyone. But she also sees Alicia’s value. So does God. God sees us with the eyes of a Father. He sees our 
defects, errors and blemishes. But he also sees our value… You are precious to him. So precious he became 
like you so that you would come to him. When you struggle, he listens. When you yearn, he responds. When 
you question, he hears. He has been there. He loves you with the love of Theresa Briones. Like Theresa, he 
battles with hell itself to protect you. Like Theresa loves her daughter Alicia, he loves you because you are 
his child.” 

Happy Mother’s Day,  
Pastor David 



2 
 
 

Sunday Morning Service, 11th May 9.30am: 
“One Mothers Story in the Mission of Jesus” 

This Sunday Nathan Reid from Baptist Mission Australia is joining us. Nathan will be preaching on the 
Canaanite Woman from Matthew 15:21-28 

Marion, Jane and others will be praying at the front after the service for anyone who needs prayer. 

The service will be livestreamed at: https://youtube.com/live/224ISyT0-Jc?feature=share 

Special May Offering To Support Missions: 
In May we take time to especially remember and pray for our mission partners. Next Sunday, 18 May, we will 
be taking up a special offering to help raise money for our 10 mission partners. There will be a retiring 
offering if you would like to give cash, or you can give anytime by direct debit to the church bank account 
(see the details at the end of this newsletter). Type Mission Offering in the Description or Reference. 

SHOUT!! Is In Recess This Sunday: 
Due to Mother’s Day there will be no SHOUT!! today. 

Condolences To Audrey Boyd and Family 
Yesterday morning, Wednesday 7th May, Audrey’s son Steven, who lived with her, passed away. I have 
spoken to Audrey; she was with him yesterday morning for an hour and said he was peaceful and happy. No 
parent expects their child to pass before them and Audrey is feeling a great sadness. She is taking great 
comfort in the knowledge that her son was Jesus’ child and he trusted in him as his Lord and Saviour. Please 
pray for Audrey, and all her family at this time. 

Audrey has not been well and has been staying with her other son, Robert. She is hoping to return home to 
her own place today. Heather Crawford has asked some volunteers from EBC to assist Audrey. Her son 
Robert has arranged for her to receive Meals on Wheels. 

Alpha Tonight Thursday 8th May: 
“How Can I Resist Evil?” 

Thank you for your prayers for Alpha. Please see Jane Keuning for what to pray for Alpha. 

Cookbooks On Sale from Sunday 11th May: 
The cookery demonstration is this Saturday for all those who booked tickets. If you are not coming to the 
cookery demonstration but are interested in ordering a cookbook, they are $15. Please see Heather or 
Lynette. 

Walking In the Footsteps of Paul, Photo Presentation Friday 16th May: 
You, your family and friends are invited to a free Photo Presentation of the tour that many from our church 
went on last year, of Rome, Turkey and Greece. Bruce Cansdale has compiled this presentation from his photos 
of the trip. 

Date and Time: Friday 16th May at 6.30pm for a 7pm start. A light Supper is included. 

All welcome.  

Quarterly Congregational Church Meeting Sunday 25th May: 
Please join us for our Quarterly congregational meeting after the morning service on Sunday the 25th of May.  
The meeting will start by 11am and conclude by 1pm. 

https://youtube.com/live/224ISyT0-Jc?feature=share
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Men’s Breakfast Saturday 14th June: 
The next men's fellowship breakfast will be Saturday 14 June, at 8am. To be held at BBF Cafe (Woy Woy). 
Please note the change of date. All men are welcome. RSVP or just turn up. It’s a great opportunity to meet 
other men and have a relaxed catch up. Regards, Ian Makepeace. 

Skills for Life: High Tea: 
Join us for High Tea @Hatters Tea House in Ettalong and help support the Mango Tree Academy in Kisii, 
Kenya.   

Saturday 17th May at 1pm 
$50. pp plus a donation. 
RSVP and more info: Les Baker 

Ettalong Public School Open Day Wednesday 11th June 9.30am: 
Ettalong Public School will be holding an Open Day on Wednesday 11th June 2025. Families with children 
transitioning to kindergarten in 2026 are warmly invited to attend. We would welcome the opportunity to 
promote the benefits of Public School education and showcase the opportunities our school offers our 
students and families. 

Giving: 
Our bank details are: 

Account Name: Ettalong Baptist Church 
BSB Number: 633 000 
Account Number: 225369099 

We encourage you to use Direct Deposit for giving, but you may also give using cash or cheque by placing 
your offering in the box at the main entrance door to the auditorium. 

EBC’s Prayer Groups, All Welcome: 
• Sunday Mornings 8.45 – 9.15am. A small group of people meet to pray each Sunday morning before 

the 9.30am service at the back of the Downstairs Hall. You are welcome to join them. 
• Monday mornings 8.30am to 9.30am in the auditorium. This prayer gathering is a time of praising 

the Lord and dedicating the week’s ministries and the guidance of the Church to the glory of God.  
• Tuesday Zoom Prayer groups. These are held at 10am and 7pm. Please see Greg or Elizabeth 

Beckenham to join. 

Ettalong Baptist Church Prayer Chain: 
If you would like prayer, please feel free to send it to : ettalongbaptistprayerchain@gmail.com 

Ettalong Baptist Church, Safe Church Team: 
To report a child protection concern or incident please contact: Pastor—David Gilchrist (phone: 0448 431 
234) or Deacon—Jean Lynch (phone:0425 749 224)  

Find Important Church Documents on our Website: 
You can download and print documents or simply read and fill in documents online! 
https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/documents/ 

mailto:ettalongbaptistprayerchain@gmail.com
https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/documents/
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Expression of Appreciation from Janine Arrua: 
CUA31020 | Certificate III in Screen and Media (Radio-Journalism-Podcast)  

On the completion of my TAFE studies, I would like to express my appreciation to all those who have 
assisted over the past year.  

Firstly, I would like to thank Rhema.CC for creating and offering me the internship. To the sponsors who 
covered the cost of the TAFE course, and to Peter Alarcon who investigated possible avenues of study and 
training, to Ebon Knox for practical training over the course of the year, and to Rick Broome for all his 
support, encouragement and assistance, particularly in documenting evidence for my application for 
Recognition of Prior Learning and in providing current demographic data and clarification of community 
radio codes, I say thank you.  

I would also like to thank Ettalong Baptist Church for partnering with Rhema.CC to support me in this 
internship. Both prayer and practical support have been greatly appreciated.  

Many would know that finding actors for the role-plays that form a major part of assessments for an 
online/digital course and were available at times that fit my unusual work schedule wasn’t easy. So I would 
like to thank all those from Rhema, EBC and my circle of friends who were willing to step into these roles. 
Gloria, Peter, Ebon, Joseph, Merrie, Colleen and John – I can’t thank you enough.  

To Gloria, Kylie and Joseph who proofread and offered feedback for my writing/journalism pieces, and to 
Kerryn, Toni and others for suggestions on podcast concepts and enthusiasm to be involved if they get off 
the ground, your help has been invaluable.  

I would also like to acknowledge the assistance of my employers at Education First and Transport for New 
South Wales, Chris and Bonita, and Michelle from The Girls’ Brigade Australia, for providing the extensive 
evidence required for the RPL applications.  

And of course, I could not have made it through without the prayer support of Rhema colleagues and prayer 
warriors, my church family, and so many others that have upheld me over the year.  

Thank you all so much.  

Janine Arrua 

Unsubscribe / Subscribe: 
If you wish to no longer receive this newsletter by snail mail, please let the church office know. 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter by email, please reply ALL to this email with the word 
UNSUBSCRIBE and we will remove you from this email list. 


