Thanks, Lynette, for photo of Catherine Hill Bay.

Ettalong Baptist Church Newsletter, 23™ October 2025

From The Pastor:

The Baptist Denomination is relatively new. We have our origins when in the 17th century a small group of
people fled from England to the Netherlands because we insisted that the Bible teaches that Baptism is for
Believers only. In 1612 this small group returned to England and planted the first Baptist Church. Their
beliefs were based on the Bible alone, and one of their key beliefs was | believe in God the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit!

Who is the Holy Spirit? He descends like a dove, He baptises with fire, He comforts, guides and corrects; He
is the Spirit of life, that sense of truth, the voice of God. When you are alone, lost and afraid, He will carry
you home.

9.30am Sunday Morning Service, 26th October 9.30am:

This Sunday we are going to start a six-part series on the Holy Spirit.

We will also be spending time in this service to pray over the boxes that have been dropped to our church for
Operation Christmas Child.

Topic: Who Is the Holy Spirit?
Bible Passage John 14:1-17
Jane, Melanie and others will be at the front after the service for anyone who wants prayer.

The service will be livestreamed at: https://youtube.com/live/7fSqCIBzHc8?feature=share

SHOUT!! Sunday 26" October @ 3.30pm:

SHOUT!! is our all-age service. Join us for afternoon tea, activities for the children and worship. We are
studying the life of Moses and the Exodus.

Alpha Tuesday 28" October, 12.30 - 2.30pm:

We will continue studying the topic of How can | Resist Evil?

Please pray for our Alpha group. Please pray for our guests and for David and Denise as they host the group.


https://youtube.com/live/7fSqCIBzHc8?feature=share

Christmas Dates for Your Diary:
Saturday 13" December: 5pm Children’s Nativity Service

6pm Christmas Market and BBQ
Saturday 20" December: Carols in the Stadium (at Gosford )Gates Open at 4.30pm for a 5.30pm start

Tickets will be available through the church office from next week. $10 per person, $25 for a family.

We are having a Christmas Market on Sat 13", December 6-8pm:

This year EBC will be holding a Christmas Market on Sat 13" December 6-8pm which will follow the
annual Family Nativity Service. The Christmas market objectives are to:

e Connect with the local community and promote our Christmas services and the Central Coast
Carols event

e Provide low-cost sausage sizzle — donations welcome
e Offerindividual prayer through a 'prayer tent' set up
e Provide ahope tree/wall (yet to be decided) a place for people to write what they hope for

e Sellitems for use as Christmas gifts/treats/stocking fillers which raise additional funds for our
church

How you can help (in addition to praying for the event)

Liz & Jimmy (Finance Team) are seeking volunteers who may like to help by:

e Making Christmas yummy treats/ crafty gifts to sell

¢ Financially contribute to costs of others making items to sell

¢ Running/helping run a stall

e Goingonthe prayer roster (prayer tent)

e Goingon aroster to encourage people as they write hopes on the wall/tree
e Joining the planning team

e Joining the Set up or pack/clean up teams

If you would like to help with the Christmas market in the above ways there will be a signup sheet on the
notice board after Church next to the servery or you can contact Jimmy or Liz with questions or ideas.
jimchamberlain@bigpond.com or lizedminson@hotmail.com.

If you would like to contribute towards costs towards making things you can do so via online banking
Reference CM costs or through cash in a marked envelope in the offering box.

Men’s Christmas @ Y| AN Woy Woy, Saturday 6th December at 6pm:

The men's fellowship Christmas dinner will be held Saturday 6" December, at 6pm.
The venue will be YI AN Chinese Restaurant, Woy Woy. $32.00 banquet.
RSVP by Wednesday 3rd December. For information contact lan Makepeace.ph: 0411012 125


mailto:jimchamberlain@bigpond.com
mailto:lizedminson@hotmail.com

Ladies In Fellowship Together, Christmas Breakfast 5" December:

We will once again be celebrating the final LIFT gathering for the year with a delicious buffet breakfast at
Crowne Plaza Terrigal

e When? Friday, 5th December.
e Time? 8.00am
e Cost? $39 for locals - proof of Central Coast address may be required.

Looking forward to a special time of fellowship in this beautiful venue. Our numbers however are limited to
20 so we would appreciate early bookings.

For information or to book, contact Marion 0401 344 814 or Di 0411 273 124

Please return your filled boxes for Operation Chr

istmas Child NO_W:
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SHOWTHE L. VE OF JESUS ALLYEARROUND!

Time to return your filled boxes. The collection window ends on Monday 27" of October, so please return
your filled boxes NOW.

During the morning service on 26™ October, we will be praying a blessing over the boxes. We will pray
that they arrive safely, that they will bring great joy to the children and many will take the opportunity
to participate in The Greatest Journey course which shares the good news of Jesus.

If you have any queries, please see Beth or phone, 0431 749 743. Thank you.


https://occ.samaritanspurse.org.au/

Baptist World Aid Cards on sale after church this Sunday:
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Stop Malaria

In vulnerable communities’ mosquitoes are more than just annoying insects, they are a threat to life. Your
Better World Gift teaches communities how to protect themselves from the spread of disease and prevent
mosquitoes from breeding in countries like the Solomon Islands.

Includes information on how your gift helps families living in poverty.

Wendy Creamer will be selling these in the hall after Sunday morning service, for $10.

Other Christmas Fundraisers:

e Angel Tree Gifts — Gifts to families of parents in NSW Correctional Facilities. Please see Linda
Strapps for more information.

e Christmas Hampers - In the last month of November and early December we will again be
collecting food items to make up hampers for people the church knows who need some
encouragement and blessings at Christmas time. See Pastor David for more information.

Gingerbread Man Decorating Day 29th November @ 2.30 - 4pm

HELP! Gingerbread Men are running rampant again! We’ve caught them but need your help getting
them to the children so they can decorate them.

Gingerbread Man Decorating day is Saturday 29" November 2025 at 2.30-4pm in the Downstairs Hall.
Gingerbread men kits are $18 each and have to be booked by 14" November. For more information grab a
flyer & contact Joy for bookings on 0417 443 372.

Women's Gingerbread House Making Night. Mon Dec 1 @ 6.45pm:

This is an outreach event where women can invite their friends to come along. School aged children are
welcome to accompany an adult. Cost is $41 for the kit (but if a gluten free kit is required it is $48 and must
be ordered and paid for before 30 October 2025). Our demonstrator will show everyone what to do, a
thought provoking 10-minute message will be given and a delicious supper provided. There are lucky door
prizes during the night and the night concludes with your assembled and decorated house being dusted in
snow and wrapped in cellophane. This is a really fun night so please consider coming and pray about who
you could invite. Please see or call Margy Gilchrist if you would like to book. Phone: 0447 431 234.


https://baptistworldaid.org.au/faith-in-action/better-world-gifts/

Carols In the Stadium: Saturday 20" December 2025:

Ettalong Baptist Church will be joining with Christian churches all over the Central Coast for this Christmas
Carols Event at Gosford Stadium. Saturday 20" of December, 5:30 PM -9:00 PM (Gates open at 4:30 PM)
More details soon or see the website: https://www.carolsinthestadium.com.au/

“The First Hymn” Two FREE Screenings @Umina and Kincumber:
You are invited to a free screening of “The First Hymn” movie:

e Where - Kincumber Uniting Church
e When - at 10am on Tuesday 28th October
e RSVP to: Helen Murray, kincunit@bigpond.net.au

OR

e Where - Umina Uniting Church
e When - at 10am on Wednesday 29" October.
e RSVP to: Danielle Bilinsky, dovetalesuca@gmail.com

THERE ARE MORE DETAILS ON ATTATCHED FLYER.

Bush Picnic Fundraiser for Impact Nations, 8" November 12pm:

A Bush Picnic and a tour of Peter Denton’s Photo Gallery and grounds is being organized by Heather, as
a Fund Raiser for Impact Nations.

You may remember that Heather was asked last year to join a group from around the world to go with an
Impact Nations team to teach and empower women in the things of the Lord, and also to minister in the
various slums near the capital of Uganda. She is holding the fund raiser on 8th November 2025 at 12 noon to
raise money to go towards a brand-new Impact Nations project. That is to build a women's and girls' hostel
in India. The women and girls work and live in a Brick Factory and Impact Nations have discovered that they
are continually abused by the men who also work and live there. All funds raised at The Bush Picnic will go
towards seeing that hostel built.

If you would like to purchase a ticket for $30 or find out more about Impact Nations, then please see
Heather Crawford in person or call on 0419 297 496.

Skills for Life Events:

e Friday 14" November — Games Day and possibly craft - venue to be advised.

e Saturday 20" December - Sydney, meeting at Town Hall to walk around looking at Christmas
decorations, ending at Circular Quay for dinner (we will possibly visit St Andrews Cathedral).

e Saturday 10" January — A visit to the Art Gallery.
Contact Les for information, times and to RSVP: 0412 866 513

Free Concert 15" November, book now to avoid disappointment:
Combined Tempo Terrific, Brisbane Water Brass and Gosford Music Society Choir.

There will be an event with Tempo Terrific, Brisbane Water Brass and Gosford Music Society Choir on Saturday 15"
November at Ettalong Diggers at 1.30pm. | hope to see you there. Meg.

Tickets are free but booking is essential through their online booking system. Early bird bookings will get
seating priority. Book through: https://ettalong.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/salesevent/155293

Ettalong Baptist Church Prayer Chain:

e Ifyou would like prayer, please send your request to: ettalongbaptistprayerchain@gmail.com



https://www.carolsinthestadium.com.au/
https://ettalong.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/salesevent/155293
mailto:ettalongbaptistprayerchain@gmail.com

EBC’s Prayer Groups, All Welcome:
e Sunday Mornings 8.45 -9.15am. Sunday morning before the 9.30am service at the back of the
Downstairs Hall. You are welcome to join them.
e Monday mornings 8.30am to 9.30am in the HILL HALL. This prayer gathering is a time of praising
the Lord and dedicating the week’s ministries and the guidance of the Church to the glory of God.
e Tuesday Zoom Prayer groups. These are held at 10am and 7pm. Please see Greg or Elizabeth
Beckenham to join.

We are on You Version Bible App:
Follow Ettalong Baptist Church on You Version, a free Bible app helping millions seek God daily.

https://www.bible.com/organizations/87554d33-ee1c-46e4-a8f9-
f5¢82cd760b3?utm_source=yvapp&utm_medium=share&utm_content=partner-profile

Giving:
Our bank details are:
Account Name: Ettalong Baptist Church — Bendigo Bank

BSB Number: 633 000
Account Number: 225 369 099

You may also give cash or cheque by placing your offering in the box next to the main entrance door in the
church auditorium.

Find Important Church Documents on our Website:

You can download and print documents or simply read and fillin documents online!
https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/documents/

Ettalong Baptist Church, Safe Church Team:

To report a child protection concern or incident please contact: Pastor—David Gilchrist (phone: 0448 431
234) or Jean Lynch (phone:0425 749 224)

Newsletter Items:
Please send your Newsletter items to Lynette at: office@ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au

by 12.30pm Wednesdays. Thank you.

Unsubscribe / Subscribe:
If you wish to no longer receive this newsletter by snail mail, please let the church office know.

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter by email, please reply ALL to this email with the word
UNSUBSCRIBE and we will remove you from this email list.
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