Thanks, Jane for this beautiful phoo taken at Ettalong Beach.

Ettalong Baptist Church Newsletter, 11" December 2025

From The Pastor:

| was shocked to see the Koolewong fire last weekend, and to hear of the 16 houses that were lost. As a
church we have been praying for all who had to evacuate and have been affected by the fire, and especially
for Wendy and Chris from our own church. The church leadership and | are especially sad to hear that Chris
Hewitt’s house was lost in the fire. This Sunday after the 9.30am service we will have a retiring offering for
Chris, as an expression of our love and support. If you would rather give electronically to this offering, please
use the church bank details (at the end of this newsletter) and use the reference, Chris Hewitt.

This Saturday is our Family Nativity Service at 5pm when our children will be acting out the Christmas Story
and praising God for the gift of his Son Jesus Christ. Following is our first ever Christmas Market from 6pm to
8pm. Thank you to everyone who are volunteering at the market. At the Christmas Market, there will be
market stalls, a BBQ (free, although donations are welcome), a prayer tent, a hope tree, and Santa will be
visiting with gifts for all the children.

This Sunday is the 3rd week of Advent and in our 9.30am service we continue our Advent series, “Let Earth
Receive Her King” with a message on Zephaniah 3:17 on the King Who Smiles. The Kingdom of God is full of
joy! Even in full view of present sufferings, Jesus’ triumph brings an irrepressible - and contagious - joy.

Don’t forget this Sunday is the last day to bring in your gifts for Christmas Hampers. Please place your gifts
under the Christmas tree in the Church Auditorium. If you are able to give money please place cashin an
envelope clearly marked Christmas Hampers or if giving by Direct Debit use the reference Hampers.

Blessings

Pastor David Gilchrist

9.30am Sunday Morning Service, 14th December 9.30am:
Topic: The King Who Smiles

Bible Passage: Zephaniah 3:14-20 (especially 17)
Kerrie, Peter and others will be at the front after the service for anyone who wants prayer.

The service will be livestreamed at: https://youtube.com/live/yKD69klyV3w?feature=share

SHOUT!!is inrecess:
SHOUT!! Will resume in 2026 Term 1.


https://youtube.com/live/yKD69kIyV3w?feature=share

Nativity & Christmas Market: This Saturday 13" December:
5pm Family Nativity Service
6pm to 8pm Christmas Market

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to help.

We will be setting up from 2pm Friday and from 2pm Saturday. If you haven’t yet volunteered but are
available to help with Set Up you would be most welcome.

If you have cakes or other items to donate, please also bring them in from 2pm Friday and from 2pm
Saturday.

If you are able to help with pack up after the event you will also be most welcome.

For any further information please email Liz Edminson on lizedminson@hotmail.com

Christmas Hampers:

This Sunday the 14" of December is the last day to donate towards our Christmas Hampers. |ldeas of what to
donate include:

e Tinfoods

e Christmas cake or pudding

e Jams and other spreads

o Jellies, nuts, lollies, chips

e Savoury and sweet biscuits

e Tea, coffee, softdrinks

e Smalltoys for children

e Books

e Toiletry gift packs or other small gifts.

Place your gifts under the Christmas tree in the Church Auditorium. Alternatively, your financial gift will be
very much appreciated. If you are able to give money please place cash in an envelope clearly marked
Christmas Hampers or if giving by Direct Debit use the reference Hampers. Our Bank details are at the end
of this newsletter.

Wednesday 17" December at 1pm, we will be putting the Hampers together and after that the hampers will
be available to be picked up and delivered to the people you have nominated the hampers for. These need to
be delivered before Christmas Eve at the very latest.

Just 1 Week to Carols in the Stadium, Saturday 20" December:

Carols in the stadium is the first ever combined Carols event organised by the Christian Churches of the
Central Coast.

Tickets are $10 or $25 for a family (2 adults 4 junior). Buy tickets through Ticketek or the church office is able
to purchase tickets for anyone from EBC planning to attend Carols.

Carols at 5.30pm —9.00pm. (gates open at 4.30pm).

Ministry Of Leftovers - Christmas/New Year Hours:

MOL will be closing from 18" December and will reopen Monday 12" January 2026. This will allow all our
wonderful volunteers to have a well-deserved break.

Ettalong Baptist Church Office:

EBC Office will be closing at 12.30pm on Friday the 19""December and we reopen on Tuesday 27"anuary
2026.


mailto:lizedminson@hotmail.com

Notice from Beth - 2026 Church Calendar - Kitchen Roster:
1. The 2026 church calendar is being prepared so if you or your group has any changes, additions or
deletions that need to be made, please email the office or let Beth know. Mobile 0431 749 743.

2. Everyone enjoys the time of fellowship over a cuppa after church on a Sunday morning. There is a
roster in place that allows this to happen, and it is being compiled now for next year. If you would like
to be part of the set-up or clean-up roster, please see Beth.

Thanks Beth

Samaritans Purse Christmas Boxes for 2026:

A date for your diary — 16/01/2026 from 9am, we will be pre-packing the Spring Fair Operation Christmas
Child shoeboxes. We’ve only just finished 2025 but we would greatly appreciate any help! See Heather
Crawford

January Board Games Fun and Fellowship:

Would you be interested in playing board games / cards / dominos, etc? We would have Morning tea
together as well. A time of fun and fellowship in the Hill Hall from 9.30 t012 noon on three Tuesday’s in
January (January 13th , 20th and 27%)

If interested please drop a line to Meg Toon by email at megtoon@bigpond.com or text 0414 238 614

The Houston Herald:

The latest news from The Houston’s in Mozambique, is attached to this Newsletter.

Christmas Greetings from Kisii Kenya:

To all the brethren in the church at Ettalong,

This is to extend our love, prayers and best wishes as you all long to remember the birth of our Saviour the
Lord Jesus Christ in this Christmas festive. We in the Church at Kisii join with you in spirit to commemorate

this important event that God the Father sent His begotten son Jesus Christ to redeem us from damage. Our
joy and hope is, His assurance that He is with us now and forever.

We, here in Kisii Kenya, greatly value our partnership with you and we appreciate your love, prayers and all
manner of support you have over time given to our work. Your care is not taken for granted, it has positive
impactin God and all glory is to Him now and forever and your good work is not in vain, for God's everlasting
reward is awaiting you someday.

Many blessings! Pastor Benwel (on behalf of the Mango/Kisii community)

Giving:

FYI Our offerings have been down a bit this month, at $15 546. Our budget for each month is $17 000.
Our bank details are:

Account Name: Ettalong Baptist Church — Bendigo Bank

BSB Number: 633 000

Account Number: 225 369 099
You may also give cash or cheque by placing your offering in the box next to the main entrance door in the
church auditorium.

Thank you for your continued generous giving. Liz Edminson: Treasurer.

Skills for Life Visit to The Art Gallery:

Saturday 10" January 2026 — To help raise money for Mango Tree Academy in Kenya, Skills for Life are
planning a visit to the Art Gallery. See Les Baker for details and to RSVP. Phone: 0412 866 513
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EBC’s Prayer Groups, All Welcome:

e Sunday Mornings 8.45 -9.15am. Sunday morning before the 9.30am service at the back of the
Downstairs Hall. You are welcome to join them.

e Monday mornings 8.30am to 9.30am in the HILL HALL. This prayer gathering is a time of praising
the Lord and dedicating the week’s ministries and the guidance of the Church to the glory of God.

e Tuesday Zoom Prayer groups are currently in recess.

Ettalong Baptist Church Prayer Chain:

e Ifyou would like prayer, please send your request to: ettalongbaptistprayerchain@gmail.com

Find Important Church Documents on our Website:

You can download and print documents or simply read and fill in documents online!
https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/documents/

Ettalong Baptist Church, Safe Church Team:

To report a child protection concern or incident please contact: Pastor—David Gilchrist (phone: 0448 431
234) or Jean Lynch (phone:0425 749 224)

Newsletter Items:

Please send your Newsletter items to Lynette at: office@ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au by 12.30pm
Wednesdays. Thank you.

Unsubscribe / Subscribe:
If you wish to no longer receive this newsletter by snail mail, please let the church office know.

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter by email, please reply ALL to this email with the word
UNSUBSCRIBE and we will remove you from this email list.

Saturday 13th December
Family Nativity @ 5pm

Christmﬁs Market & BBQ
@ 6pm - 8pm
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‘The Church at the roundabout’
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