Wishing a Blessed Christmas to you all, from Ettalong Baptist Church.

Ettalong Baptist Church Newsletter, 18" December 2025

From The Pastor:

Last Sunday a great tragedy occurred against our nation. Two terrorists wanting to cause hurt and fear
attacked our Jewish brothers and sisters as they celebrated Hanukkah at Bondi Beach.

Hanukkah is the Jewish festival of light. It is an eight-day festival reminding Jews of a time over 2,000 years
ago, when a battle against the Greeks was won so that they may practise their religion freely. The Jews
cleaned and repaired the temple in Jerusalem, then, to celebrate the victory, an oil lamp was litin it.
Miraculously the lamp burned for 8 days. It brought light where there had been great darkness.

Rather than cause hurt and fear, this attack has caused Australians to stand together in unity and strength.
Tales of great heroism will be retold for generations. Instead of a spirit of darkness, a great light is shining
through this tragedy!

Attacks like last Sunday remind us that we live in a dark world of hurt and pain. But Paul reminds us in his
first letter to Timothy, verse 7, that “the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love
and self-discipline.”

The LORD our God is King. He is not surprised by terrible attacks against us. Instead, he loves the world so
much, and he has poured out his love on the world to save us. He sent Jesus Christ into the world to be our
King. To bring love where there is hurt. To replace fear with joy. To replace death with real life! To bring his
true light that will never go out.

Blessings

Pastor David Gilchrist

9.30am Sunday Morning Service, 21t December 9.30am:
Topic: The King Who Embraces

Bible Passage: Matthew 2:13-20
Merryll and others will be at the front after the service for anyone who wants prayer.

The service will be livestreamed at: https://www.youtube.com/live/sTM_F4aZlQM?si=|_f0a86Tyr_i6xVk

SHOUT!! is inrecess:
SHOUT!! Will resume in Term 1 of 2026.


https://www.youtube.com/live/sTM_F4aZlQM?si=I_f0a86Tyr_i6xVk
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This Saturday 20" December - Carols in the Stadium:

5.30pm to 9pm Gosford Polytec Stadium. Gates open at 4.30pm.

Please join us in the church gravel car park before 4pm to carpool and drive together to the Stadium.
Although there is no parking at the Stadium, there are several car parks located within easy walking
distance.

e Gosford City car park (P1) is approximately 100m away — cost on Saturday is $11 flat rate.

e Gosford Train Station (P2) is approximately 300m away - parking is free.

What to bring:

e Picnic blankets to create a picnic space on the grass.
Seating is available in the lower stalls for those who need it.
Warm layers for cooler evening weather.

Snacks or a picnic dinner (or enjoy the food stalls on-site)
Festive outfits, or Christmas accessories to get into the spirit
Your singing voice and plenty of Christmas cheer!

Summer Church. Sunday Morning Services - live Stream on YouTube:
Christmas Day Thursday 25" December 9.30am: https://youtube.com/live/QBL3IX3GRxE?feature=share

¢ Sunday 28" December 9.30am: https://youtube.com/live/HgQ90FslUgl?feature=share
e Sunday 4th January 9.30am: https://youtube.com/live/xcgE5Al7zUQ?feature=share

e Sunday 11th January 9.30am: htips://youtube.com/live/8hN1Dyj_Pao?feature=share

e Sunday 18th January 9.30am: https://youtube.com/live/3TOxu7GAySo?feature=share

e Sunday 25th January 9.30am: https://youtube.com/live/iAoltbWVgnk?feature=share

Christmas Day Offering:

This Christmas Day we will be taking up an offering for Baptist Word Aid Australia. This is in addition to our
regular weekly offering. Please only give if you can give extra.

You may give in the following ways:

1. You can give by Direct Debit using the reference Christmas Day Offering.

2. You can give cash by placing your offering in the offering box in the Church Auditorium on Christmas
Morning.

3. You can give cash before Christmas Day by placing your gift in an envelope clearly marked
Christmas Day offering.

4. There are cards from Baptist World Australia that you can use to give by Credit Card or Cheque, or if
you need a tax deductable receipt.

Prayer meeting January 1st, 2026 -10am to 11am:
We will be starting the New Year in prayer. Please join us in the church auditorium.

Ministry Of Leftovers - Christmas/New Year Hours:

MOL will be closing from 18" December and will reopen Monday 12" January 2026. This will allow all our
wonderful volunteers to have a well-deserved break.

Ettalong Baptist Church Office:

EBC Office will be closing at 12.30pm on Friday the 19""December and we reopen on Tuesday 27"January
2026 @ 9.30am.


https://youtube.com/live/QBL3lX3GRxE?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/HgQ9OFslUgI?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/xcgE5Al7zU0?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/8hN1Dyj_Pao?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/3T0xu7GAySo?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/iAoltbWVqnk?feature=share

Crossroads Counselling - Christmas/New Year Hours:

‘Crossroads will be closed from December 23™ and will reopen on Monday January 12", Requests for
appointments can be made by text or email prior to then. megtoon@bigpond.com, text 0414238614

Pastors Leave:

David Gilchrist will be on leave from Monday 19th of January to Tuesday the 17th of February, as the
Gilchrist’s will be moving during this time.

Worship Team Survey:

As 2026 begins, the Worship Team is looking to select the best songs from this year to carry on, so we can
make room for new songs in the new year. If you have time, please take this survey to let us know what
songs you want to Worship to in 2026.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAlpQLSf-3xXdiYaQjPK-
rUC_qDfMnLuzoGPr03iq7GBOYPCLUGdMsA/viewform?usp=header

2026 Communion Roster:
The first draft of the communion roster has been placed on the notice board in the Downstairs Hall.
You will note, we are short of several people to undertake this essential role in our church. If you are able to

help, even once, please chat to Heather Crawford to have your name added to the roster. Thank you.

2026 Connect Groups:

The 2026 Connect Groups are listed on the notice board in the Downstairs Hall. We encourage everyone to
join a Connect Group. Please speak directly with the group leaders or see Heather Crawford. Phone 0419
297 496.

2026 Church Calendar:

The 2026 church calendar is being prepared. If you or your group has any changes, additions or deletions
that need to be made, please email the office or let Beth know on 0431 749 743.

Sunday Morning Tea Roster:

Everyone enjoys the time of fellowship over a cuppa after our Sunday morning church service. Thereis a
roster in place that allows this to happen, and it is being compiled now for 2026. If you would like to be part
of the set-up or clean-up rosters, please see Beth or phone 0431 749 743.

Games and Barista coffee / choccy / Morning Tea in January:
On Tuesday 13", 20" and 23" of January @ 10am - 12pm, there will be ‘Games Morning’s’, in the Hill Hall.

All welcome, including primary school children and above. Contributions to Morning Tea will also be
welcome to make a time of fun and fellowship.

Enquiries to Meg by email - megtoon@bigpond.com, text 0414238614 or voicemail message.

Samaritans Purse Christmas Boxes for 2026:

16th January 2026, from 9am, we will be pre-packing the Spring Fair Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes.
We would greatly appreciate any help! See Heather Crawford, or phone 0419 297 496.

The 2026 Spring Fair Coordinators Meeting:

Sunday 18th January 2026, after morning tea in the Downstairs Hall. A thank you lunch will be served.
Please RSVP to Heather Crawford asap. Phone 0419 297 496.


mailto:megtoon@bigpond.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-3xXdiYaQjPK-rUC_qDfMnLuzoGPr03iq7GBOYPClUGdMsA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-3xXdiYaQjPK-rUC_qDfMnLuzoGPr03iq7GBOYPClUGdMsA/viewform?usp=header
mailto:megtoon@bigpond.com
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Skills for Life Visit to The Art Gallery:

Saturday 10" January 2026 — To help raise money for Mango Tree Academy in Kenya, Skills for Life are
planning a visit to the Art Gallery. See Les Baker for details and to RSVP. Phone: 0412 866 513

Giving:
Thank you so much for your continued generous giving. Thank you for your gifts to our appeal for Chris, and
for your gifts towards our Christmas Hampers.

FYI our regular offerings have been down a bit this month, at $15 546. Our budget for each month is $17 000.

Our bank details are:
Account Name: Ettalong Baptist Church — Bendigo Bank

BSB Number: 633 000
Account Number: 225 369 099

You may also give cash or cheque by placing your offering in the box next to the main entrance door in the
church auditorium.

EBC’s Prayer Groups, All Welcome:

e Sunday Mornings 8.45 -9.15am. Sunday morning before the 9.30am service at the back of the
Downstairs Hall. You are welcome to join them.

e Monday morning Prayer Group is in recess until 5th January

o Tuesday Zoom Prayer groups are currently in recess.

Ettalong Baptist Church Prayer Chain:

e Ifyou would like prayer, please send your request to: ettalongbaptistprayerchain@gmail.com

Find Important Church Documents on our Website:

You can download and print documents or simply read and fill in documents online!
https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/documents/

Ettalong Baptist Church, Safe Church Team:

To report a child protection concern or incident please contact: Pastor—David Gilchrist (phone: 0448 431
234) or Jean Lynch (phone:0425 749 224)

Newsletter Items:

Please send your Newsletter items to Lynette at: office@ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au by 12.30pm
Wednesdays. Thank you.

Unsubscribe / Subscribe:
If you wish to no longer receive this newsletter by snail mail, please let the church office know.

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter by email, please reply ALL to this email with the word
UNSUBSCRIBE and we will remove you from this email list.


mailto:ettalongbaptistprayerchain@gmail.com
https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/documents/
mailto:office@ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au

