
 

Palm Sunday 

Ettalong Baptist Newsletter, 26th March 2026 

From The Pastor: 
In the year 520bc Zechariah prophesied that God’s promised Messiah would come, riding on a donkey… 

“See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the 

foal of a donkey.” (Zechariah 9:9) 

As Jesus rode on a donkey down the Mount of Olives on what today is known as Palm Sunday, the people 

had no doubt that this was God’s promised Messiah. The crowds went ahead of him heralding his arrival. 

In all their celebrations however, the people failed to understand who the Messiah really is. By the end of the 

same week, we see another crowd. Rather than heralding his coming, this crowd was calling for his death. 

“Crucify, Crucify,” they shouted. 

Jesus disciples were bewildered. They had journeyed with Jesus every step of the way. They were there at 

the “high” of Palm Sunday and experienced the “low” of a crowd calling for Jesus’ death. They didn’t 

understand. It wasn’t until after Jesus’ resurrection that they would understand that God’s will was actually 

being accomplished through the sin and depravity of the fickle crowd. 

This Easter take time to consider the Christian account of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. Consider also 

your own life. You, like the disciples, may feel bewildered and wonder “what is God doing?” Trust him and 

learn, as the disciples had to, that he is Messiah! 

Blessings,  

Pastor David 

9.30am Palm Sunday Morning Service, March 29th 9.30am: 
Special Guest: Our Mission Partner, Beatrix Watofa, is visiting and will share about her work in the service. 

Topic: Entering God’s Rest, Hebrews 4:1-11 

Greg, Elizabeth and others, will be at the front after the service for anyone who wants prayer. 

The service will be livestreamed: https://youtube.com/live/1lsAM-nzHCI?feature=share 

'Kid's Church' is on during our 9.30am service. This is a good time for parents to be blessed in the service 

while the children are having fun learning about God in the next room. All children are welcome! 

SHOUT!! Sunday March 29th from 3.30pm: 
This is our last SHOUT for the term. Join us for Activities and Refreshments, followed by Worship for all the 

family.  

https://youtube.com/live/1lsAM-nzHCI?feature=share
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All welcome to Lunch with Beatrix @ The Everglades, 29th March: 
Please join us for lunch at 12 noon this Sunday 29th of March, at the Everglades Country Club, as we 

welcome Beatrix to our church. 

Service of Shadows on Thursday 2nd April @ 7.30pm: 
Please join us for this beautiful service.  

We need readers for this service.  Thank you to those who have already volunteered.  Please see David by 

Sunday if you can read a bible passage and a prayer. 

 

Easter Services: 

 

• Thursday 2nd April 7.30pm: Service of Shadows – Reading the accounts of the Passion according to 

the Gospel of Matthew and the Prophet Isaiah. 

• Good Friday 3rd April 9.30am: Encounter Grace – Luke 23:32-43 (Simulcast on 94.9 Rhema 

Central Coast) https://youtube.com/live/3LTSE0_roN0?feature=share 

• Easter Sunday 5th April 9.30am: Encounter Redemption – John 20:10-18 (including Communion 

and Kids Church) https://youtube.com/live/sG27lnlJeGc?feature=share 

https://youtube.com/live/3LTSE0_roN0?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/sG27lnlJeGc?feature=share
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Good Friday OƯering: 
This Easter we are again joining in the Australian Baptist Easter OƯering to unite with a thousand churches in 
expressing our gratitude for Jesus and investing in sharing him with others. The oƯering funds Crossover – a 

national Baptist ministry that provides all sorts of resources, training and encouragement to help us share 

Christ with others. So, let’s give generously as we are able! To contribute see our posters in the foyer or plan 

to give a cash donation into our oƯering box during our Good Friday Service. Remember this oƯering is in 
addition to our regular church oƯering. Pastor David 

Women’s Breakfast at Daleys Kitchen, this Saturday 28th March: 
All women are invited to breakfast this Saturday, 28th March at 8.30am at Daleys Kitchen at Daleys Point. The 

food is fabulous and the venue is lovely. The menu can be seen on their website and they cater for any 

special dietary requirements. Feel free to invite a friend.  

Let Margy know if you would like to come and if you need a lift. 

Please RSVP to Margy by today, Thursday 26 March on 0447 431 234. 

LIFT ‘Ladies In Fellowship Together’ Lunch 10th April: 
Good Friday falls on the first Friday in April so our LIFT Lunch will be held on FRIDAY 10th APRIL 12.30pm at 
‘Pelican’s’ Woy Woy. 

As always, all ladies are welcome and we look forward to seeing you there to share with us in fellowship. 

For info: Marion 0401 344 814 

Men’s Breakfast Saturday 18th April, 8am @ BBF Café Woy Woy: 
The next men's fellowship breakfast will be held Saturday 18th April 8am, @ BBF Cafe (Woy Woy). Ian.  

Newsletter from The Houston’s: 
Please find the latest newsletter from the Houstons and the newsletter is either attached to this newsletter 

or there are printed copies in the church foyer. 

EBC’s Prayer Groups, All Welcome: 
• Sunday Mornings 8.45 – 9.15am. A small group of people meet to pray each Sunday morning before 

the 9.30am service at the back of the Downstairs Hall. You are welcome to join them. 

• Monday mornings 8.30am to 9.30am in Hill Hall. This prayer gathering is a time of praising the Lord 

and dedicating the week’s ministries and the guidance of the Church to the glory of God.  

• Tuesday Zoom Prayer group. This is held at 10am. Please see Greg or Elizabeth Beckenham to join. 

• Ettalong Baptist Church Prayer Chain. Please send your Prayer requests or Praise Points to 

ettalongbaptistprayerchain@gmail.com, this is available 7 days a week. 

Name Badges 
Janine Arrua has found a supplier for magnetic name badges. Badges cost about $12 each. Please see 

contact Janine Arrua before the end of March if you would like one. 

Of course, the church will continue to provide the sticker name badges for those who prefer those, and for 

guests.  

Ettalong Baptist Church Prayer Chain: 
If you would like prayer, please send your request to: ettalongbaptistprayerchain@gmail.com 

mailto:ettalongbaptistprayerchain@gmail.com
mailto:ettalongbaptistprayerchain@gmail.com
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Giving: 
Our bank details are: 

Account Name: Ettalong Baptist Church – Bendigo Bank 

BSB Number: 633 000 

Account Number: 225 369 099 

You may also give cash or cheque by placing your offering in the box next to the main entrance door in the 

church auditorium. 

Find Important Church Documents on our Website: 
You can download and print documents or simply read and fill in documents online! 
https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/documents/ 

Ettalong Baptist Church, Safe Church Team: 
To report a child protection concern or incident please contact: Pastor—David Gilchrist (phone: 0448 431 

234) or Jean Lynch (phone:0425 749 224)  

Send Your Newsletter Items, Including Photos: 
Please send your Newsletter items & photos to: office@ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au by 12.30pm 

Wednesdays.  

If you would like a copy of our weekly Newsletter emailed to you, please send an email to the address above, 

with your name and email address.  

There are printed copies in the foyer and the newsletter is also posted on our Ettalong Baptist Church 

Website. 

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter by email, please reply ALL to this email with the word 

UNSUBSCRIBE and we will remove you from this email list. 

Thanks to those who have sent their photos for the Newsletter, keep them coming please! 

https://ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au/documents/
mailto:office@ettalongbaptistchurch.org.au

